BUCHO REPORT FOR 2009-10

                 As you can imagine this year has been a “feet finding” time for the Bu Officers during the introduction of the new constitution. All of the 24 Kendo events which appear on the calendar have been successfully organized with only one, the Ikkyu Taikai, having to be rescheduled due to snow. The many difficulties which are often encountered in such a busy schedule have been ably overcome allowing all events to run smoothly.                                       

                 It would be repetitious for me to mention all the events individually as they will be covered in the other officer's reports, but I would like to highlight the two Hachidan Japanese seminars of Chiba sensei and Iwatate sensei. Both seminars were a great success, and due to the highly professional nature of the teaching, members at all levels of expertise were able to benefit greatly from the experience.  Following on from these successes the Chiba sensei seminar is now scheduled for July 3rd + 4th 2010 in Reading. The next Iwatate sensei seminar is now in planning for the autumn. The scheduling of these seminars is wholly dependent on  the availability of the sensei after they fulfill there Kendo commitments in Japan.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                 With regard to gradings, this year's schedule contains six events, two gradings up to 1st dan, two to 3rd dan and two up to 4th dan. If there are sufficient applications for 5th dan then gradings to this level can be arranged. At the present time grading to 6th + 7th dan must take place abroad at events which have special permission from the AJKF.

                 Regarding the Squad, we have been exceedingly fortunate in securing the services of Mano Takashi sensei, 6th dan Renshi, graduate of Kyoto university, as our Squad Coach. He is a very perceptive teacher and has already been of enormous inspiration to our Squad . I am hoping that even more members will travel to Intensive Training to take advantage of his incisive teaching. It is a constitutional requirement that we develop our members to International Standards, but we struggle to do this without as many members as possible competing for a place on the National Team.

                  I am fully aware that there are a variety of opinions as to how we should best finance our National Squad; it is however, necessary that they are as fully funded as possible as they already give up their free time, pay there own travelling expenses to and from training and often their over-night accommodation. We must fully support them when they represent us on the International Stage.

                Of course, it is necessary to produce budgets for the events which we organize, but they are only budgets and as we run at a more or less break even level generally,  it is quite acceptable to make small subsidies to events from time to time. This we can afford to do, especially as this coming year we do not have the expense of a £6000 court case to pay, nor an event which in the past has cost us £6000 in subsidy.

                This year has also seen the formation of a Refereeing Sub-committee consisting of: 

Chairman   Mike Davis       7th dan Kyoshi

                  John Howell      7th dan Kyoshi

                  Geoff Salmon    7th dan Renshi

Their guidelines on refereeing matters are available elsewhere.

                  Finally I would like to thank our Bu Officers for all the unseen, unsung and often seemingly endless hours of dedicated effort which they have donated on your behalf.

Mike Davis   Kendo Bucho.

